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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1,5, 7, 10, 14 and 18 are, the recited recitation "during automatic 
operation" is vague and indefinite because it is not clear to what it refers. In other words, 
is unclear during automatic operation of what element the electric power condition is 
stored in a storage section. What constitute this automatic operation is unclear. 
Correction and/or clarification is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7, 10-14 and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hashimoto(20030061526A1) in view of Yoshida(5,894,580). 

Hashimoto discloses a method and an apparatus for power reduction 
management of an information processing device comprising a task management 
application program for relating times to power saving settings( see abstract and 
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paragraphs[0008]-[0014]) comprising an input/output control section(44) and a 
management table(152-154; see figure 1) which are function as claimed. Hashimoto 
substantially show all the features of the above claims except for the "during automatic 
operation" performing the power saving function. However, Yoshida is cited to show 
that the concept of utilizing an automatic turn-off timer for a display device for power 
saving purposes is old( see abstract; column 2, lines 48-55; column 5, lines 21-67; 
column 6 through column 7, lines 1-10 and column 8, lines 23-67). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Hashimoto with 
the noted teaching of Yoshida such that to automatically turn off the backlight of an LCD 
display device regardless of any input or output signals being transferred because both 
systems are related to power saving for a display device. 

4. Claims 8-9 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hashimoto and Yoshida as applied to claims 7 and 14 above, and further in view of 
Yasunobu(JP abstract 11126118A). 

Hashimoto and Yoshida are discussed above. Yasunobu is cited to show that 
the concept of limiting brightness of the backlight of an LCD device by reducing output 
electric power of an inverter of the backlight for power saving purpose is old(see the 
abstract). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
noted teachings of Yasunobu to the modified system of Hashimoto such that the power 
saving task management of Hashimoto would perform power saving of an LCD display 
device with a backlight by reducing output electric power of an inverter of the backlight 
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because all the applied references are related to power saving management of 
input/output devices. 

5. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hashimoto and Yoshida as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Fujii et 
al(6,442,443B1). 

Hashimoto and Yoshida are discussed above. Fujii et al is cited show that the 
concept of reducing output power of an speaker device during a predetermined time is 
old(see figure 2 and the abstract). Therefor, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to apply the noted teachings of Fujii et al to the modified system 
of Hashimoto such that to perform a power reduction of an speaker device as an output 
device because all the applied references are related to power management of 
input/output devices of a computer system. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tsuji et , Chen et al and Nishikawa are made of record to show 
various types of display devices having some sort of automatic power-off timer for 
power saving purposes. 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,333 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2629 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Fatahiyar whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
7688. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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M. Fatahiyar 





RICHARD HJERPE 
frr PATENT EXAMINER 



